
Rochester Hills  
Museum at Van  
Hoosen Farm’s  

manager Patrick McKay 
addressed nearly 50  

FCRT members at the Annual 
General Membership meeting.

GTWRR continued service through the area for several more years. By 
1989, hopes to ever be able to complete the south end of Paint Creek 
Trail faded. The PCTC made the decision to deed a significant portion 
of the Paint Creek Trail – South property to the State of Michigan DNR 
which operated the adjacent Rochester-Utica State Recreation Area. The 
deed transfer stipulated that the land must “remain open and accessible 
to the public as a non-motorized trail.” It was hoped the DNR would be 
able to better develop the property as a recreational trail.

Instead of any improvement, the DNR left the trail as it was when 
transferred – open to use, if you could get to it. Then in 1993 the State 
decided to divest several recreation areas. The Rochester – Utica 
Recreation Area was split into various parcels. The parcel relating to 
what might have been the southern extension of the Paint Creek Trail 
was transferred to the City of Rochester Hills and became a part of 
Bloomer Park. The trail remained available to the public and again there 
were no improvements made. It was just an unnamed path at the 
northern edge of Bloomer Park.

Five years later, in 1998, excitement began to build for a second trail 
in the area. GTWRR had abandoned the rail line and a small, informal 
Friends of the Clinton River Trail group was urging communities to buy 
the property. In 2001, the non-profit Friends of the Clinton River Trail 
was incorporated and by 2003 a Master Plan for the new Clinton River 
Trail was completed. The City of Rochester then purchased the GTWRR 
property within the city limits – including the previously disputed land 
originally targeted to be part of Paint Creek Trail – South.

For the trail segment intended to be Paint Creek Trail – South there was 
good news in the creation of the CRT. A viable connection to that path on 
the northwest end was opened up but there was still was no connection 
on the southeast end. Placement of the Rochester Junction shade shelter 
on CRT has clearly marked where the two trails separate.  Ironically, the 
first few hundred feet of the path toward Bloomer is still owned by the 
PCTC and not Rochester or Rochester Hills. But that’s another long story 
perhaps for a future issue of Trailways?

Train photo on page 1: courtesy Mr. E.L. Novak, Charlie Whipp collection
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On June 17, 1983, the Paint Creek Trailways Commission (PCTC) pur-
chased a total of 10.21 miles of abandoned rail right of way from the 
Michigan Central Railroad Company and its parent the Penn Central 
Corporation for $450,000. The property was targeted to become the 
Paint Creek Trail, but was split into two separate segments. One segment 
ran roughly 8.4 miles from Albertson Street just west of downtown 
Rochester up to the Lake Orion village limits. The second, almost 1.8 
miles long, started near Elizabeth Street on the east side of downtown 
and extended to Avon/Dequindre Road near the Yates Cider Mill. The 
gap between the two segments – running directly through downtown 
– was considered more valuable for commercial purposes and hence 
too expensive to be used simply as a recreational trail. It was presumed 
in-town sidewalks could be used to connect the two segments.

At the time the northern portion was being developed, there was an 
unresolved conflict over a short portion of the southern segment. 
Although PCTC had purchased the land in question, Grand Trunk West-
ern Railroad (GTWRR) was still running trains on its track that ran side-
by-side with the abandoned Michigan Central line between Rochester 
Junction and the current Clinton River Trail trailhead at Letica Drive.  
It was determined that GTWRR had the right to continue its service 
through that section under long forgotten State of Michigan railroad 
law. That decision gave control over the contested land to GTWRR and 
disrupted any plans by the PCTC to develop Paint Creek Trail – South 
for as long as the GTWRR line remained active.
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Ever since the Clinton River Trail first opened in Auburn Hills, 
trail users have often wondered why the trail didn’t just continue 
across Opdyke Road.  It always looked like it should, but signage 
directed people away from the abandoned rail line across the 
street.  That left everyone wondering exactly what the path on 
the other side looked like and where it went.  
It turns out, this four and a half mile segment of abandoned rail line runs west from 
Opdyke Rd., then curves north on its way to Jaycee Park at the northern edge of Pontiac.  
The City of Pontiac long sought after the corridor to add it to the CRT. Known locally as 
the North Spur, this route is planned to be the replacement for the current CRT Pontiac 
Connector that runs along South Boulevard. It took several rounds of negotiation with 
the property owner and multiple grant funding requests; but, finally last summer the 
City of Pontiac was able to purchase the property using funding provided by the Michigan 
Natural Resources Trust Fund.

Now it is possible for trail users to explore the North Spur.  However, anyone doing so 
should recognize that the surface has not been improved for use as a trail yet. It is open 
for walking and cyclists should approach it with the awareness that heavy duty 
mountain bikes or fat-tire bikes are recommended. At this point it is an unimproved 
route and there is no connection to the rest of the CRT.  Further, there are five bridges 
along the 4.5 miles and the bridges over M-59 and the Clinton River are closed off and 
should not be crossed.
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This newsletter illustrates the positive impact FCRT has on 
the Clinton River Trail and many of the important projects 
that are planned.  A pre-addressed return envelope is pro-
vided for your convenience.  Your tax deductible donations 
are greatly appreciated to help FCRT in its mission. Please 
let FCRT know if you no longer wish to receive a mailed 
copy of the Trailways Newsletter.      

HELP SUPPORT YOUR  CRT!

ANNUAL MEETING RECAP
Friends of the Clinton River Trail held its Annual General Member-
ship meeting on January 30, 2018 at the Rochester Hills Museum at 
Van Hoosen Farm. FCRT President Melinda Hill gave a re-cap of the 
many activities that were accomplished in 2017. On the agenda was 
the election of four board members for two year terms running until 
2020. Re-elected were FCRT Board members: Claudia Filler, John 
Hensler, Mark Pompetzki, and John Zalewski.

Following official business, Museum Manager Patrick McKay took 
the audience on a journey through time. Long before the Clinton 
River Trail existed, even before the railroads came through town, the 
Clinton River and Paint Creek meandered here. He explained how 
various mills relied on them for power and how the mills contributed 
to the economy of the time. Later the audience was invited to tour 
the displays at the Museum and to chat with the staff.

Finally, Kristen Wiltfang of Oakland County Planning described a number 
of activities under way in Pontiac related to complete streets. She talked 
about the new bike lane north of the downtown as well as explaining 
some of the challenges faced along the new North Spur route.

Subsequent to the annual meeting, the Board named officers for 
2018. Richard Harrison will serve as President. Acting along with 
Richard will be:  Fred Phillips, Vice-President; Claudia Filler, Secretary; 
and Mark Pompetzki, Treasurer.

Pontiac

Did you know the Clinton 
River has long been 
considered one of the 
premier trout streams  
in the area? The CRT  
offers several great  
access points for fishing. 
Plus, the DNR just  
recently stocked the 
river upstream 
of the Yates Dam 
with fish placed 
in both Auburn Hills 
and Rochester Hills. 1450 fish were 
stocked including 800 rainbow trout 
and 650 brown trout.  
Before you hit the water to target 
these trout, remember to check 
all applicable DNR regulations and 
make sure you have a current fishing 
license.  For additional details, see 
the 2018 Michigan Fishing Guide at 
michigan.gov/dnrdigests
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It was a chilly November day when representatives from the 
City of Pontiac, Michigan DNR, The Greenway Collaborative, 
Oakland County, Clinton River Trail Alliance and the Friends of 
the Clinton River Trail all gathered to cut the ribbon officially 
adding a new trail segment in Pontiac. The ceremony was held 
on November 16, 2017 at the Galloway Lake Park trailhead.

FCRT will be working with the City of Pontiac and Oakland 
County to apply for funding in order to improve the surface of 
the North Spur.  The new route for the CRT will turn west near 
the former Silverdome site and head into downtown Pontiac 
along land that is already under various forms of public own-
ership. It will likely take several years to complete the route 
and, considering the bridge repairs needed, it will likely cost 
millions of dollars, so please be patient.

As opportunities arise for citizen involvement – like showing 
support at Council meetings – FCRT will do our best to keep 
trail users apprised of action dates.

Participants in the second annual Fall Cruisin’ for the Trail event 
had a great time while helping to raise $2500 to benefit the 
Friends of the Clinton River Trail. This year’s route took riders 
about 9 miles along the trail from Clubhouse BFD in Rochester 
Hills to the Fillmore 13 Brewery in downtown Pontiac and then 
back. Over 100 riders peddled through near 90 degree 
temperatures on Saturday, September 23, 2017 knowing that 
ride host Motor City Brew Tours, along with ride sponsor New 
Belgium Brewing Company had provided plenty of refresh-
ments at the turn-around point as well as at the ride’s end.  

As part of the event festivities, New Belgium Brewing had also 
donated a custom designed cruiser style bicycle for Friends of 
the Clinton River Trail (FCRT) to raffle at the end of the ride.  
Each year New Belgium contracts to have several custom 
designed bicycles built exclusively for them.  In this case the 
bike was hand-built by Detroit Bikes in their west-side Detroit 
factory.  The lucky winner was Karen Kohler of Rochester Hills.    
The 2018 Fall Cruisin’ for the Trail ride will be on Saturday, 
September 22, 2018 with Motor City Brew Tours again serving 
as organizer and host.  Popular local craft brewer Griffin Claw 
Brewing Company has agreed to be a main sponsor.  Con-
tinuing in the tradition of past rides, Griffin Claw will be pro-
viding a custom designed cruiser bike for the Friends group 
to raffle off.  Make sure to reserve the date now for this fall.  
More information and registration can be accessed via the 
Motor City Brew Tours website: motorcitybrewtours.com.

Heading North

FUNd Raising Ride 
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From the Friends      of the Clinton River Trail

Friends of the Clinton River Trail 
PO Box 81971 
Rochester, MI 48308-1971 
www.clintonrivertrail.org

JUNE 2, 2018

The second annual “Cruisin’ for the Trails” fall ride on Saturday, 
September 23, 2017 brought well over 100 riders to Filmore 13 in 
downtown Pontiac.  

Karen Kohler (center) was the happy winner of the 2017 custom 
New Belgium cruiser bike.

Bob Wilson, Executive Director,  
Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance

2018 SPRING 
SPEAKER

 >“Being an Engaged Member of the Trails Community”< 

MAY 22, 7:00pm  River Crest Hall  CASH BAR & SNACKSJO
IN

 U
S
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AMERICAN HIKING SOCIETY’S

National Trails Day®

The first Saturday of June 
is designated as American 
Hiking Society’s  
National Trails Day®.   
FCRT will celebrate NTD 
with a tent at the Leach 
Rd. Trailhead in Rochester 
Hills.  Like last year, our 
friends at Hi-Tech Mold 
and Engineering will be 
grilling and serving free 
hot dogs. We’ll have water, 
maps, newsletters and 
more.  10am-2pm  
Saturday, June 2.

A big thanks to all of our 
sponsors — pictured on 
the banner at left. 
Sponsorship slots are 
available for 2018; email 
info@clintonrivertrail.org 
for more details.

Michigan DNR, Oakland County and Pontiac officals, along with members of the Friends of the Clinton River Trail, cut the  
ribbon on November 16, 2017 to celebrate the acquisition of 4.5 miles of railroad corridor in Pontiac.

Fall Cruisin’ For the Trails
Pontiac

Riders enjoy a mid-ride break at Filmore 13 Brewery in Pontiac.
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Spring 2018

The trail is closed at this bridge over the Clinton River. The City 
of Pontiac is working to design a replacement bridge that will 
ensure safe passage for trail users.

View near Spring Lake 
just south of Auburn 
Road crossing.  Those 
who do wander up the 
North Spur between 
Opdyke and the closed 
bridge at the Clinton River 
will encounter some of 
the most scenic views 
along the trail.  

trailways


